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Lava Dogs beat the odds
Cpl. Rick Nelson
Combat correspondent

Before a combat deployment, every
officer and staff noncommissioned offi-
cer has hopes of bringing back all their
Marines and Sailors safely to be with
their loved ones. That goal may seem
unattainable to some, but 1st Battalion,
3rd Marine Regiment, returned from
Iraq in October with everyone they left
with.

During the battalion’s first deploy-
ment to Iraq during OIF I, the unit sus-
tained more casualties than any other
unit since the campaign began.

“Earlier in the year an article came
out with the numbers of the most casu-
alties during the war and 1/3 was num-
ber one,” said Gunnery Sgt. Eugene
Holiday, communications chief, 3rd
Marine Regiment. “This was a great
accomplishment because the battalion
was really hurt in OIF I. It was a great
way to rebound from having that repu-
tation to now being the first unit to
return home with everyone we left
with.”

While serving in Haditha with the
Lava Dogs from 1/3, Holiday served as
the battalion’s radio chief.

“I think the main reason we came

home as a whole and took no casualties
is because the officers and staff NCOs
pushed the Marines and took the strict
guidance from the battalion command-
er to be aware of safety at all times,” said
Holiday, a Jasper, Ala., native. “It was a
huge issue through training, and the
deployment, and from day one it was
embedded into our heads that the safety
of our Marines always came first.”

Holiday added the battalion was
always on their toes, whether they were
patrolling or driving through the
streets.

Anderson Hall
best in Corps two
years running
Lance Cpl. Achilles Tsantarliotis
Combat Correspondent 

Marines are known for being the best of the best. But
being best of the best in the Marine Corps two years in a
row is a significant accomplishment.

Marine Corps Base Hawaii’s Anderson Hall has accom-
plished this feat.

Anderson Hall’s Commitment and dedication to the
best quality of food and service won its well-earned
recognition with the 2008 Major General W.P.T. Hill
Memorial Awards Program award for the best
military/contractor mess hall.

“We don’t do it for the award,” said Gunnery Sgt.
Joseph Yantosca, mess hall manager, Headquarters
Battalion. “We don’t care about the award; we do it for
the Marines and Sailors who live in the barracks and
have nowhere else to go - that’s our goal. That’s what we
do it for. If we never won anything it wouldn’t matter,
because those service members are why we work so
hard.”

Anderson Hall features more local recipes than any
other chow hall in the Marine Corps, Yantosca said.

“We use as much creativity as we can to keep our menu
different and to keep patronage up,” Yantosca said. “A
perfect example of that are the personnel that have com-

Service members, civilians honor
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Lance Cpl. Alesha R. Guard
Combat Correspondent 

Martin Luther King Jr. is known as one of the
most influential leaders of the American Civil
Rights movement. Since 1986, America has
honored this hero by dedicating a day to
remember all he has done for it.

Marines celebrated the day at the Base
Chapel Friday, through a ceremony dedicated
to bringing back to life Dr. King’s life-long pur-

suit of equality and justice for all.
“Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. changed our

nation forever through his leadership, service
and clarity of vision,” said Gunnery Sgt. Tracey
D. Nicholson, equal opportunity representative,
Headquarters Battalion, reading the presidential
proclamation for the national holiday at the
celebration. “On the Martin Luther King Jr. fed-
eral holiday, we honor the lasting legacy of this

Program assists families
with injured, deployed
service members’ issues
Lance Cpl. 
Brian A. Marion
Combat Correspondent 

The Navy Marine Corps
Relief Society has a program
allowing registered nurses to
help families impacted by
injuries to service members
in support of the Global War
on Terrorism.

The impact on families
from their sons’ or daugh-
ters’ wounds could persist
well after the wounds heal,
said Ruthi Moore, director,
visiting nurse program. In
2006 the visiting nurses
started the Combat Casualty
Assistance Program.

“Basically what combat
casualty assistance does, is
when your Marine or Sailor
is injured and brought back
for medical treatment, the
visiting nurses will meet
with the families and act as
the middleman between
them and the doctors,”
Moore said. “We interpret
all the medical jargon the
doctors may use and answer
any questions they might
have.”

The VNs also try to stay

in contact with families
even after their service
member has recuperated.

Out of the 48 visiting
nurses spread throughout
bases, 17 of the nurses trav-
el to families’ homes that
aren’t close to a base.

The VNs also assign mul-
tiple nurses to a family if
they’re located throughout
the country.

“For one Marine we actu-
ally had three nurses for his
family,” Moore said.  “We
had one for his father,
mother and grandmother
who were all in different
states.”

The program offers more
than 150 different resources
for families.

"I have a dream that my four little children will one day
live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color

of their skin but by the content of their character."

LLaannccee  CCppll..  AAcchhiilllleess  TTssaannttaarrlliioottiiss

FFoooodd  SSeerrvviiccee  MMaarriinneess  pprreeppaarree  lluunncchh  aatt  AAnnddeerrssoonn  HHaallll  hheerree..  TThhee  mmeessss  hhaallll  wwoonn  bbeesstt  iinn  tthhee  CCoorrppss  ffoorr  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  ttiimmee  iinn  aa  rrooww..

CCppll..  RRiicckk  NNeellssoonn

LLaannccee  CCppll..  DDuussttiinn  RR..  CCrraannddeellll,,  ssqquuaadd  lleeaaddeerr,,  22nndd  SSqquuaadd,,  33rrdd
PPllaattoooonn,,  CChhaarrlliiee  CCoommppaannyy,,  ppaattrroollss  iinn  HHaaqqllaanniiyyaahh,,  IIrraaqq,,  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  aa
wweeaappoonnss  ccaacchhee  JJuunnee  1133,,  22000077,,  dduurriinngg  aa  ccoonnttaacctt  ppaattrrooll..

LLaannccee  CCppll..  AAlleesshhaa  RR..  GGuuaarrdd

AA  ccrroowwdd  pprraayyss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  DDrr..  MMaarrttiinn  LLuutthheerr  KKiinngg  JJrr..  cceerreemmoonnyy  aatt  tthhee  BBaassee  CChhaappeell  FFrriiddaayy,,  iinn  hhoonnoorr  ooff  tthhee
ggrreeaatt  ddrreeaamm  hhee  hhaadd  ffoorr  oouurr  nnaattiioonn..

See ODDS, A-6

See BEST, A-7

See HONOR, A-7See PROGRAM, A-6

CCppll..  MMeeggaann  ll..  SSttiinneerr

AA  MMaarriinnee  ffrroomm  11sstt  BBaattttaalliioonn,,  33rrdd  MMaarriinnee  RReeggiimmeenntt,,  cceelleebbrraatteess  tthhee
lliivveess  ooff  hhiiss  ffaalllleenn  bbrrootthheerrss  aanndd  ccoommrraaddeess  bbyy  bboowwiinngg  hhiiss  hheeaadd  iinn
pprraayyeerr..
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Today Saturday Sunday

Day — Scattered showers. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 80. East wind
around 14 mph. Chance of precipitation is
40 percent.

Night — Scattered showers. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 70. East wind
around 15 mph. Chance of precipitation is
40 percent.

High — 80

Low — 70

Day — Scattered showers. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 80. East wind
around 18 mph. Chance of precipitation
is 40 percent.

Night — Scattered showers. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 69. East wind
around 15 mph. Chance of precipitation
is 40 percent.

High — 80

Low — 69

Day — Scattered showers. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 75. East wind
around 17 mph. Chance of precipitation
is 40 percent.

Night — Scattered showers. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 70. East wind
around 14 mph. Chance of precipitation
is 40 percent.

High — 75

Low — 70

Weekend weather outlook

NEWSEWS B BRIEFSRIEFS
Locality Pay Meeting

The Federal Executive Board is presenting a Locality
Pay meeting at the Base Theater Wednesday from 1:45
to 3 p.m. The session is for GS employees.

For more information, call Doris Chu at 257-1377.

Help Evaluate MCCS

Marines and spouses with children can help evaluate
Marine Corps Community Services’ Children, Youth
and Teen Program Feb. 1-24. Headquarters Marine Corps
is conducting an online survey to help leadership better
understand and assess Marine and family member per-
ceptions of the program.

To take the survey, visit http://www.usmc-
mccs.org/surveys between the survey dates. It takes
about 15 minutes to complete.

For more information, contact Coralie Kramer at 257-
7340.

MCDP coming to Hawaii

The Marine Civilian Development Program, which
helps transitioning Marines develop effective private sec-
tor skills, is coming to Hawaii June 14-19. Interested
Marines within six months of their end of active service
as of those dates should log onto the MCDP Web site for
more information or to apply, at
http://www.marinecdp.org.

To contact the program representative, call Jeff
Esposito at 257-7797

Tax Center

The Marine Corps Base Hawaii Tax Center is open. It
is located in Building 279 on the second deck. The hours
for the Tax Center are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday, and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
Wednesday.

For more information call (808) 630-8296. 

Chinese Garden Closure

The Chinese Garden is closed now through Thursday
for renovations. The Tennis Shop and Game Room are
still open.

For more information, call Normand Cote at 254-
7639.

Swamp Romp

Marine Corps Base Hawaii’s biggest race is just around
the corner, and is currently accepting applications from
participants. It is open to the public and costs $120 per
six man team.

For registration, log on to http://www.mc
cs.hawaii.com/cgfit.htm to register.

Hawaii Marine Accepts Letters

Hawaii Marine invites its readers to e-mail its editor at
hmeditor@hawaiimarine.com with their comments and
letters. 

All submissions will be edited for clarity and length.
Comments must be signed with a full name and a tele-
phone number. 

Hawaii Marine also accepts news briefs containing rel-
evant information pertaining to Marine Corps Base
Hawaii.

Important Phone Numbers:

On-Base Emergencies                                            911
Military Police                                       257-7114
Child Protective Service                           832-5300
Fraud, Waste, Abuse & EEO                    257-8852
Business Management Hotline               257-3188
Pothole & Streetlight Repair                     257-2380
Base Information                                   449-7110
MCBH Duty Chaplain                            257-7700
DEERS                                                    257-2077

Nothing beats walking
down memory lane

Cpl. Rick Nelson
Combat correspondent

With Valentines Day right
around the corner, it’s time for
everyone to start considering
who cupid’s arrow is going to
strike and what type of romantic
lovey-dovey gift to get your
loved one.

I remember back in the old
days, middle school, it was
much easier to shop for the girl
of your dreams. You’d go to the
local K-Mart and buy a pack of
Mickey Mouse Valentines cards,
a heart-shaped box of choco-
lates, write something cheesy
about love on a card, and you
were as good as gold.

The girl would brag to her girl

friends during gym class about
her awesome boyfriend for get-
ting the box of chocolates with
more chocolate covered cherries
than the rest of the girls. If
things only stayed so simple!

Then we grow up and things
get a little more difficult and
expensive. Girls start wanting
things like jewelry (costing the
vast majority of us a few car
notes) and guys start wanting
the newest gaming console.

I wish a box of chocolates
and a Goof Troop card still had
the same value it did when I was
12, but unfortunately, like most
holidays, Valentines Day has
become commercialized,
becoming a marketing scheme.
It’s basically a holiday created
by the card companies.

It seems like every year it
gets a little bit harder to
please your loved ones and
come up with new ideas to
surprise them, and I know
there are some couples out
there who actually get irritat-
ed when they don’t get what
they want on Valentines Day.

How about on Feb. 14,
instead of spending an arm
and leg on Coach’s new spring
purse or Playstation’s new Rock
Band game, you create some-
thing from your heart or just go
out of the way to do something
nice for your loved one.

Take the day to think about
all of the good memories you’ve
had together, instead of all the
good things you’ve bought each
other.

I’ll be the first to admit I like
getting gifts more than the next
guy, but at the same time I’d
much rather have the
person in my life
who means the
most to me
tell me
t h e y

love me or do something from
the heart than try to appease me
and buy my love.

Like the common cliché says
“It’s the thought that counts.”
Maybe we should all remember
this as the 14th sneaks up.

LLaannccee  CCppll..  AAlleesshhaa  RR..  GGuuaarrdd

CCoolloonneell  MMaarrkk  AA..  DDuunnggaann,,  ccoommmmaannddiinngg  ooffffiicceerr,,  MMaarriinnee  CCoorrppss  BBaassee  HHaawwaaiiii,,  ssppeeaakkss  aabboouutt  DDrr..  MMaarrttiinn  LLuutthheerr  KKiinngg  JJrr..  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  aa  mmoorrnniinngg  ccoolloorrss
cceerreemmoonnyy  aatt  tthhee  FFllaaggppoollee  iinn  ffrroonntt  ooff  tthhee  BBaassee  HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss  BBuuiillddiinngg..

A day of dreams
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Lance Cpl. Brian A. Marion
Combat Correspondent

arines stationed here participated in various team-based maneuvers
Tuesday at the rifle range here to help familiarize themselves with
their weapons and each other.

Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment finished the
rifle range last week, and started
working on shorter distances, be-
tween seven and 50 meters, Mon-
day and Tuesday. The company
also held a platoon competition
Tuesday, and to make things more
interesting the winning platoon
was exempt from police calling the
range grounds for the rest of the
week.

"It's good cause they're changing
up the normal training routine,"
said Cpl. Jimmy Hawkins, squad
leader, Charlie Company, 1/3. "We
are still training, but it's fun at the
same time. It helps keep morale up,
and it helps keep us motivated."

Charlie Company received new
Marines from the Schools of In-
fantry, and the new Marines re-
ceived their first exercises in the
Fleet.

"We want to get our [new
Marines] up to speed and help fa-
miliarize them with exercises like
this one to help them fit in with
the older Marines," said 1st Lt. Tim
Kronjaeger, commander, Weapons
Platoon, Charlie Company, 1/3. "To
help with this, while one platoon is
up front shooting in the competi-
tion, we have some of our senior
Marines by the bleachers giving
classes to the younger Marines."

The classes ranged from combat
life saving, crew served weapons
and gear classes, to Arabic language
classes.

Several of the Marines learned to
speak Arabic extremely well when they were over in Iraq, Kronjaeger
said. The older Marines have plenty of knowledge, but some of them
are getting out of the Corps. 

Most of the senior Marines like to do the classes because they’re able
to pass on their knowledge to a younger generation.

As the competition continued through the afternoon, the platoons
raced to get the fastest time and the most points while applying the
fundamentals they learned.

The Marines had to run about 50 meters before coming to the first
pallet where they had to fire a controlled pair, two separate shots in
two separate sight pictures. They then moved closer to another pallet

and fired a hammered pair, two
shots in a close interval, followed
by a single shot to the target's head
in a failure-to-stop drill, within a
one minute time limit.

"We came up with the one
minute time limit from the [execu-
tive officer] and the [company gun-
nery sergeant] who ran the course
first," Kronjaeger said. "Including
reloading in the middle, they did it
in 45 seconds."

The training is beneficial for new
Marines, and gave older Marines a
chance to get back into the swing
of things.

"Monday was really the first day
of training with the new Marines,
and it was awesome," Hawkins said.
"They were really motivated to do
the training, and it gave the older
Marines a chance to build back
some muscle memory."

Throughout the training,
Marines, old and young alike,
learned how each other reacted and
how to come together as platoons.

"This is the first [view] we got of
the new Marines, and they still
have to settle in their places,”
Hawkins said. “Our training moves
a lot faster than other units, but
with the training, they will settle
in."

Marines echoed his satisfaction
as the last platoon tried their hand
on the course, while the others pre-
pared for the night portion of their
training.

"The competition was awesome," said Lance Cpl. Jesus Torres, team
leader, 1st Platoon, Charlie Company, 1/3. 

"It gave the new Marines a chance to practice shooting with the
weapons,” he added. “The competition also brought motivation to the
table and worked the platoons as a whole."

Company turns exercise into competition

SIGHTING IN
FOR THE WIN

Corporal Jimmy Hawkins, squad leader, Charlie Company, 1/3, waits
to start the platoon competitions at the rifle range here.

Corporal Daniel Finur, squad leader, 1st Platoon, Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, fires a controlled pair at a target while Lance Cpl. Stephen Deluc, rifleman, 1st
Platoon, Charlie Company, 1/3, watches and prepares to guide him toward the next pallet during a training exercise at the Range Training Facility Tuesday.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Brian A. Marion

Marines participating in the platoon exercises were accompanied by their fellow Marines clothed in
orange safety vests. The Marines in safety vests are close to the end of active service.

Finur, left, runs with Deluc toward the first pallet in the platoon competition Charlie Company held for
their Marines at the Range Training Facility Tuesday. Several Marines stated the competition aspect
brought something different to the training, which consisted of various team-based maneuvers.
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Chaplains training to become warriors in struggle for influence
Cpl. R. Drew Hendricks
U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Pacific

The Marine Corps’ men of
God gathered at their annual
senior leadership symposium,
the Ministry Leadership
Conference, to discuss topics
and gain practical knowledge
in order to stay “Engaged to
win the struggle for influ-
ence.”

“We are focused on build-
ing dialogue with other
nations, and are discussing
and learning ways to build
trust,” said Rear Adm. Alan T.
Baker, chaplain of the Marine
Corps and deputy chief of
chaplains. “Who better than
the religious team to help
build and mold the trust we
are trying to communicate to
the peoples of the world?”

According to the briefs
given by the U.S. Marine
Corps Forces, Pacific, G-5
Plans and Operations, 10 per-

cent of the people in the
MarForPac area of responsibil-
ity hate the U.S. and want it
completely destroyed.
Another 10 percent love the
U.S. and want to have its way
of life. The other 80 percent
are waiting to be swayed.

“It’s that 80 percent we are
focusing our influence on,”
said Col. Russell Smith, assis-
tant chief of staff, G-5. “And
we are only going to be an
influence in Asia if we are out
there amongst the people.”

In order to ensure global
security and American inter-
ests in the Asian-Pacific
regions, the U.S. is striving to
make a positive impact in the
hearts and minds of the peo-
ple, said Smith.

With this key point in
mind, the Chaplains spent
three days here discussing
the best way to help the
Marine Corps in its struggle
for influence in the

MarForPac area of operations.
“This training will help us

provide an impact and give
the commanders the advice
and support they need,” said
Navy Capt. Bill Reed, force
chaplain, MarForPac. “This
will also determine how we as
chaplains and [religious pro-
gram specialists] can make a
greater impact on religious
leaders to influence coopera-
tion throughout the whole
scope of operations.”

The threat of anti-
American and anti-democra-
cy influence is a real-world
issue according to the some
leaders of MarForPac.

“The struggle for influence
is just as important as the
kinetic operations Marines
are doing in Iraq and
Afghanistan,” Smith said.

Even now, other superpow-
ers are flexing their diplomat-
ic, military, information and
especially economic power

throughout the world, Smith
said.

Headlines from news out-
lets around the world support
this claim:

•China flourishing in
African vacuum: Finance
Asia, Hong Kong, Jan 6, 2008

•China says Kenya vio-
lence proof Western democra-
cy unsuitable: Globe and
Mail, Canada, Jan 14, 2008

•China, India vow to build
relationship of friendship,
trust: NEWS Post India, India,
Jan 14, 2008

Smith provided this and
other information to the
chaplains to help them better
understand the Marine Corps’
strategies and concerns for
dealing with the prospect of
our own impact and threat of
outside influence.

“We want [the chaplains]
to know about what we’re
doing out there in the strug-
gle for influence,” said Col.
James L. Stalnaker, chief of
staff, MarForPac. “We are not
planning to make every chap-
lain a front line strategist, but
we want to make them under-
stand how great an impact
they can make.”

The conference also
included briefings from Dr.
Pauletta Otis, a professor of
security studies at the
Command and Staff College,
Marine Corps University, and
Dr. Ehsan M. Ahrari, a profes-
sor of counterterrorism at the
Asia-Pacific Center for
Security Studies.

These professionals shared
their personal insight into the
roles of religion, religious
influence in democracy and
in war and violence.

“The struggle for influence
is directly related to the poli-

cy related to Islamic influ-
ence,” Ahrari said.

“[Chaplains] are the mili-
tary’s early-warning system
when concerned with reli-
gious violence,” Otis said.
“That is why [they] are
invaluable. People will talk to
[them] about the religious cli-
mate more than anyone else.”

The chaplains will contin-
ue to learn from these outside
sources and from each other
through discussion and class-
es. According to Rear Adm.
Baker, all the knowledge and
experience they plan on gain-
ing, they will take back to the
rest of the chaplain corps in
order to aid the Marine Corps
in the continuing the struggle
for influence.

“We as chaplains and RPs
can have an impact on this
AOR,” Reed said. “We can
affect hearts and minds and
engage to win the struggle for
influence.”

Lending Locker sends movers packing
Christine Cabalo
Photojournalist

Service members due to move
don’t need to get boxed up spending
funds for new household items.

The Lending Locker unlocks
household goods to service members
coming or leaving Marine Corps Base
Hawaii. Basic linens, dishware and
small appliances are free for the mar-
ried or single to borrow. Since 1991,
the locker is one of six core services
all Relocation Assistance Program
offices provide.

“Our Lending Locker items are
solely for the transitional period,”
said Marie Calvo-Jesus, RAP manager,
Marine Corps Community Services.
“When you’re coming to Hawaii you
can borrow our items up until short-
ly after you receive your household
goods. When you’re leaving Marine
Corps Base Hawaii you have up to 60
days before leaving the island to use
our lending locker services.”

Calvo-Jesus said service members
or their spouse could make the
mandatory appointment for visiting
the locker. All a borrower needs is a
copy of the service member’s
Permanent Change of Station orders
to MCBH and a valid military ID
card. Those living near Kaneohe Bay
with orders to another station
should go to that station’s RAP
office’s locker, she said. 

“There are dozens and dozens of
some items,” said Dana Mollet, RAP
assistant, MCCS. “We do regular
inventory and check to see if any of
our items need replacing.”

The program offers household
goods in pre-packaged kits or as indi-
vidual items. A small size kit is made
to serve two people, and borrowers
can loan out multiple items for larg-
er families. Both Mollet and Calvo-
Jesus said they invest in restaurant-
grade items.

“A lot of people don’t believe we
have quality items,” Calvo-Jesus said.
“We’ve been complimented several
times [by borrowers] that our items
are better than their own personal
items. We do frequent turnovers.
They go through an accelerated
usage since it’s transferred from one
person to another.”

The RAP manager said she’s had
some appointments this month, but
the busiest time people use the serv-
ice is from May to September. During
the high traffic period, the office
expands its locker service. Last sum-
mer, the wait for some families was
almost two weeks.

“We had nothing on the shelf,
because of the high volume of people
coming to, as well as leaving,
Hawaii,” she said. “During those
times we had to keep people on
standby and tell them we’re not
expecting anything in.”

Petty Officer 2nd Class Justin
Holke, utilityman, Headquarters
Battalion, and his family waited five
days for items in May 2005 when

they moved to MCBH. The utility-
man said the Lending Locker spared
his savings, and he was glad his
sponsor told him about the free serv-
ice. 

“If you’re going to use the
Lending Locker — make an appoint-
ment as soon as you can,” Holke
said. “You can time it so you can go
right when you get on island. You
don’t have to wait.”

People coming to MCBH should
also visit the RAP office of their cur-
rent base, Calvo-Jones said. The pro-
gram’s personnel can coordinate
with service members, and they can
help movers figure out what they
need. Small cooking appliances and
infant household goods are bigger

items families pack away that the
Lending Locker provides, Mollet
said. 

“Microwaves are a very popular
item,” the RAP assistant said. “Some
people have asked if we had vacuum
cleaners and toaster ovens, but
unfortunately we don’t due to health
issues and lack of space at the lock-
er.”

She said people can pair Base
Thrift Store finds with the locker’s
items for a combination tough to
crack. The store sells inexpensive
items, such as trash bins, and movers

won’t need to break the bank. Holke
said the Lending Locker had many
items he didn’t expect they would,
but lacked something he thought
was essential.

“They didn’t have any TVs,” he
said. “We made due for the time peri-
od, and the Lending Locker had a lot
of other things in good condition. It
helped to have good neighbors, and
we became fast friends.”

For more information about the
Lending Locker, call the Relocation
Assistance Program at 257-7790 or
257-7787.

PPhhoottooss  bbyy  CChhrriissttiinnee  CCaabbaalloo

DDaannaa  MMoolllleett,,  aassssiissttaanntt,,  RReellooccaattiioonn  AAssssiissttaannccee  PPrrooggrraamm,,  MMaarriinnee  CCoorrppss  CCoommmmuunniittyy  SSeerrvviicceess,,  wwiinnddss  aann  eelleeccttrriiccaall  ccoorrdd  aarroouunndd  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  LLeennddiinngg  LLoocckkeerr’’ss  ttooaasstteerrss..  MMoolllleett
ssaaiidd  mmaannyy  sseerrvviiccee  mmeemmbbeerrss  aarree  ssuurrpprriisseedd  ttoo  hheeaarr  tthhee  lloocckkeerr  hhaass  ssmmaallll  aapppplliiaanncceess,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  ccooffffeeee  mmaakkeerrss  aanndd  iirroonnss..

MMoolllleett  cchheecckkss  aa  ccaann  ooppeenneerr  aatt  tthhee  LLeennddiinngg  LLoocckkeerr..  TThhee  lloocckkeerr  ccoonnttaaiinnss  hhoouusseehhoolldd  ggooooddss  ffoorr  sseerrvviiccee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ttoo  bboorrrrooww..  
MMoolllleett  aarrrraannggeess  ddiisshheess  ffoorr  oonnee  ooff  sseevveerraall  kkiittss  aatt  tthhee  LLeennddiinngg  LLoocckkeerr..  MMoolllleett  ssaaiidd
eevveerryytthhiinngg    oonn  tthhee  lloocckkeerr’’ss  sshheellvveess  iiss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  iinn  tthheeiirr  kkiittss..



HAWAII MARINE JANUARY 25, 2008  •  A-5

Absentee voting registration is quick, easy
Christine Cabalo
Photojournalist

Choosing to serve in the
armed forces doesn’t mean serv-
ice members lose their chance to
vote.

Filling out a short form is all it
takes for service members and
their families to register to vote.
In 2006, an estimated 975,000
people in Hawaii met voting age,
yet only 52.7 percent voted,
according to the Hawaii State
Data Book’s election reports.

“Many don’t know how to
vote or think that it’s a compli-
cated process,” Capt. Peter Baker,
voting assistance officer,
Headquarters Battalion. “All you
do is read over the issue, decide
what to vote for and do it. I
think that’s what some people
are afraid of. They’re worried
voting takes away time from
other things, but it doesn’t have
to.”

Baker said once someone fills
out an absentee ballot request
form, all that’s left is to send it to
their county’s election clerk. The
clerk sends those who register a
mail-in ballot and any other elec-
tion information other residents
would receive. He said service
members should fill out the form

each time they move or their
information could get lost.

“Every time there’s an election
in your county, you’ll get a book-
let that lists all of the issues,” he
said. “Sometimes there’ll be list-
ings of candidates for each
office.”

The process is completely free
for those who register, including
sending in the form to their
home state’s election clerk. The
captain said he tells everyone to
register, even if they don’t plan
to vote, so they can find out
what’s happening in their home
communities. 

Baker said he and other voting
assistance officers have heard
some service members say they
would rather spend time focusing
on their military duties. Staff Sgt.
Jesus Ramos, voting assistance
officer, Headquarters and Service
Battalion, U.S. Marine Corps
Forces Pacific, said he thinks vot-
ing is an essential duty for every-
one. He said voting-age family
members, as well as those in the
service, shouldn’t throw away an
opportunity to help support the
military.

“The people running for office
are those who decide on rules
and regulations that directly
effect the Marine Corps,” Ramos

said. “The people who win will
take away or give benefits to the
armed services.”

The staff sergeant said voting
is an easy way to bring about
positive changes to society.
Those who think it doesn’t mat-
ter whether they vote or not are
wrong, Ramos said.

“If you don’t care about vot-
ing, then you don’t care about
any of your benefits,” he said.
“You don’t care about whether
your family is cared for if any-
thing happens to you or if you
have to pay more for uniforms.”

The Headquarters Battalion
voting assistance officer said all
service members can be role
models, and it only takes one
person to spark the interest to
vote in others. Baker said it’s sad
to see Marines fight so hard for
others to have voting rights yet
shy away from their own coun-
try’s election. 

“Most Marines join the Corps
because they want to make a dif-
ference in the world,” Baker said.
“What I tell them is killing bad
guys is one way to make a differ-
ence, but voting is another way
that’s equally important.”

For more information or to fill
out an online form to register,
log on to http://www.fvap.gov/.

CChhrriissttiinnee  CCaabbaalloo

CCaappttaaiinn  PPeetteerr  BBaakkeerr,,  SSeerrvviiccee  CCoommppaannyy  ccoommmmaannddeerr  aanndd  vvoottiinngg  aassssiissttaannccee  ooffffiicceerr,,
HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss  BBaattttaalliioonn  ttaappeess  aa  vvoottiinngg  aawwaarreenneessss  ssiiggnn..  BBaakkeerr  ssaaiidd  rreeggiisstteerriinngg  ttoo  vvoottee
iiss  eeaassyy  ffoorr  sseerrvviiccee  mmeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ffaammiilliieess..

CCppll..  SSccootttt  MM..  BBiissccuuiittii

SSooaarriinngg  225500  ffeeeett  aabboovvee  ggrroouunndd,,  MMaarriinneess  wwiitthh  tthhee  RReeccoonnnnaaiissssaannccee  aanndd  SSnniippeerr  PPllaattoooonnss  ooff  BBaattttaalliioonn  LLaannddiinngg  TTeeaamm  11sstt
BBaattttaalliioonn,,  55tthh  MMaarriinnee  RReeggiimmeenntt,,  1111tthh  MMaarriinnee  EExxppeeddiittiioonnaarryy  UUnniitt,,  vviieeww  tthhee  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  aarreeaa  dduurriinngg  aa  ssppeecciiaall  ppuurrppoossee
iinnsseerrttiioonn//eexxttrraaccttiioonn  rreeffrreesshheerr  JJaann..  1133  aatt  CCaammpp  BBuueehhrriinngg,,  KKuuwwaaiitt..  TThhee  MMaarriinneess  aanndd  SSaaiilloorrss  ooff  tthhee  1111tthh  MMEEUU  aarree  ccoonndduucctt--
iinngg  ssuussttaaiinnmmeenntt  ttrraaiinniinngg  iinn  KKuuwwaaiitt  aass  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthheeiirr  ssiixx--mmoonntthh  ddeeppllooyymmeenntt  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  PPaacciiffiicc  OOcceeaann  aanndd
AArraabbiiaann  GGuullff  RReeggiioonn..

Hanging out

Who is your Voting
Assistance Officer?

Each unit aboard Marine Corps
Base Hawaii has an officer or assis-
tants who can offer more informa-
tion about voter registration.
Service members or their family
members can also contact their
unit’s personnel or administration
office for information.

Base Installation Voting 
Assistance Officer:

Captain Tracy A. Maese
257-8813

Unit Voting Assistance
Officers:

Headquarters Battalion
Captain Peter A. Baker
257-9963               

Marine Corps Air
Facility
Petty Officer 2nd Class
Michael M. Baptista
257-8429, ext. 239     

3rd Marine Regiment
Second Lt. Christian R.
Bialk
257-1068              

3rd Radio Battalion
Second Lt. Ralia R.
Bouska
257-1491               

Combat Service Support
Group 3
First Lt. Joseph R.
Merritt
257-1558

Marine Aircraft Group 24
First Lt. Derek R. Sharp
257-0930            

Headquarters and Service Battalion,
U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Pacific
Staff Sgt. Jesus N. Ramos
477-8361

NNeebbrraasskkaa  SSttaattee  HHiissttoorriiccaall  SSoocciieettyy  pphhoottoo



The VNP continues to fol-
low Marines and Sailors out-
side of the Marine Corps
and Navy, and helps identi-
fy resources, Moore said. If
they need counseling, we
help them find it. If they
need their homes adapted to
better suit them after their
injuries, we help them get in
touch with someone who
can make the change.

One of the biggest
impacts the nurses come in
contact with is traumatic
brain injury, accounting for
70 to 80 percent of the
injuries families deal with,
Moore said.

“Marines suffering from
traumatic brain injuries

know something doesn’t
quite fit together like it used
to, but they’re afraid to seek
help, because they think
they might be kicked out,”
Moore said. “If families
think their loved one isn’t
quite like they were when
they left, they should seek
help to find out what’s
wrong.”

It’s important to realize
people do change over
there, Moore said.
Sometimes the change is
only in their perspective of
the world.

The visiting nurses also
have the Combat Related
Assistance Program set up
for family members whose
spouses are in a combat
zone, but aren’t injured yet.

“If a spouse is pregnant
and her husband is in Iraq,
we will keep in touch with
her, because she will have
more stress than usual,”
Moore said.

For families who don’t
want a visit from a nurse,
the program has plenty of
written resources that can
be mailed out instead.

As of two weeks ago, the
VNP followed 372 families
through their difficulties,
with referrals still coming
in.

The visiting nurses work
from referrals, meaning they
can’t help a family unless
someone refers a family.

If family members want
the visiting nurses to assist
them, they can contact
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Aside from safety, Holiday feels
the unit who inhabited the area
before 1/3’s arrival in March had a
lot to do with the battalion’s success.

“The ground work 2/3 made dur-
ing their stay in the Triad made the
situation a lot better …,” added 32-
year-old Holiday. 

Until the battalion returned in
October, it seemed like an impos-
sible feat to bring everyone home,
Holiday said

Lance Cpl. Ezekiel D. Johnson,

rifleman, 3rd Platoon, Bravo
Company, 1/3, said some people
may think the battalion was able
to accomplish this because they
weren’t leaving the wire.

“That’s about as far from the
truth as it gets,” Johnson said.
“Bravo Company was constantly
conducting mounted and dis-
mounted patrols through
Haditha, so our operations tempo
had nothing to do with our suc-
cess because it was as high as it
could possibly be.”

“We accomplished something

that was unheard of during com-
bat,” he said. “Although I won’t
be there, the ground work has
been laid for 1/3, so there’s a good
chance this feat will happen again
during 1/3’s next deployment
later this year.”

The battalion who was once
known for having the most Marines
killed during the Battle of Fallujah,
the bloodiest battle since Vietnam’s
Hue City, will now be known as the
first battalion to return home intact–
a feat the battalion hopes it’ll
accomplish again.

PPhhoottooss  bbyy  CCppll..  RRiicckk  NNeellssoonn

CCoorrppoorraall  JJaarreedd  WW..  WWaaggnneerr,,  ppeerrssoonnaall  sseeccuurriittyy  ddeettaaiill,,  JJuummpp  PPllaattoooonn,,  HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss  aanndd  SSeerrvviiccee  CCoommppaannyy,,  11sstt  BBaattttaalliioonn,,  33rrdd  MMaarriinnee  RReeggiimmeenntt,,
hhaannddss  aa  ppiieeccee  ooff  ccaannddyy  ttoo  aann  IIrraaqqii  cchhiilldd  dduurriinngg  OOppeerraattiioonn  NNoorrtthhwweesstteerrnn  SShhoouullddeerr..

PPrriivvaattee  FFiirrsstt  CCllaassss  JJoossee  AA..  RRooddrriigguueezz,,  rriifflleemmaann,,  HHeeaaddhhuunntteerr  SSqquuaadd,,  CChhaarrlliiee  CCoommppaannyy,,
11//33,,  hhoollddss  sseeccuurriittyy  ffoorr  ootthheerr  MMaarriinneess  iinn  hhiiss  ssqquuaadd  wwhhiillee  tthheeyy’’rree  iinn  aa  hhoouussee  aasskkiinngg
qquueessttiioonnss  dduurriinngg  aa  cceennssuuss  ppaattrrooll  iinn  HHaaqqllaanniiyyaahh,,  IIrraaqq,,  JJuunnee  1155,,  22000077..

AA  MMaarriinnee  aassssiiggnneedd  ttoo  11sstt  SSqquuaadd,,  33rrdd  PPllaattoooonn,,  BBrraavvoo  CCoommppaannyy,,  11sstt
BBaattttaalliioonn,,  33rrdd  MMaarriinnee  RReeggiimmeenntt,,  llooookkss  iinnttoo  tthhee  ddiissttaannccee  ffoorr  aannyytthhiinngg
tthhaatt  mmaayy  hhaarrmm  tthhee  MMaarriinneess  iinn  hhiiss  ssqquuaadd..

ODDS, from A-1



great American, remember the
ideals for which he fought,
and recommit ourselves to
ensuring that our country's
promise extends to all
Americans across this great
land.”

The president encouraged
Americans to celebrate the day
by acting kinder toward others
and carrying out King’s dream
of equality for all.

“Our Nation has made
progress toward realizing Dr.
King's dream, yet the work to
achieve liberty and justice for
all is never-ending,”
Nicholson read. “My adminis-
tration will continue to protect
the rights won through the
sacrifice of Dr. King and other
civil rights leaders, and our
country will never rest until
equality is real, opportunity is
universal, and all citizens are
empowered to realize their
dreams.”

After the powerful reading
of the presidential proclama-
tion, Pfc. Travoski Lee, visiting
airline specialist, Marine Corps
Air Facility, put many atten-
dees to tears by reciting King’s
“I Have a Dream” speech.

“When the architects of our
republic wrote the magnificent
words of the Constitution and
the Declaration of
Independence, they were sign-
ing a promissory note to
which every American was to
fall heir,” Lee read. “This note
was a promise that all men,
yes, black men as well as white
men, would be guaranteed the
unalienable rights of life, liber-
ty and the pursuit of happi-
ness.”

Following Lee was the guest
speaker Lt.Col. Brian
Cavanaugh, commanding offi-
cer, Marine Heavy Helicopter
Squadron 362. Cavanaugh
told the Marines they should
all feel very good about what
they are doing for their nation
and the opportunity they have
to serve which was largely
made possible by Dr. King.

“ . . . It’s important for us to

remember Dr. King put the
United back into the United
States, to remember that
because we are united and
through unity, there is no
greater nation on this planet
and for this reason alone we
should always remember that
Dr. King is the icon for our
nation,” Cavanaugh said.

Gunnery Sgt. Roland
Hamilton, section chief,
Marine Aircraft Group 24, was
then called to make his way
down the aisle with Cpl.
Richard Oglesby, aviation
meteorological equipment
technician, MCAF, and Pfc.
Stephan Barnes, aviation oper-
ations specialist, MCAF, to sing
their rendition of “Chain
Gang” together, inviting the
crowd to join them. 

“It was awesome to be able
to sing in remembrance of
him,” Oglesby said. “It felt
really good . . . ”

A saxophone solo by Cpl.
William Caban, weather
observer, MarForPac, followed
the trio. “Amazing Grace” res-
onated off the stained glass
windows and doors of the Base
Chapel. The song’s lyrics

reflected Dr. King’s hopes of
racial blindness, “I once was
lost, but now am found. Was
blind, but now I see.”

“And when this happens,
when we allow freedom to
ring, when we let it ring from
every village and every ham-
let, from every state and every
city, we will be able to speed
up that day when all of God's
children, black men and white
men, Jews and Gentiles,
Protestants and Catholics,  will
be able to join hands and sing
in the words of the old Negro
spiritual, ‘Free at last! Free at
last! Thank God Almighty, we
are free at last!” Lee recited.

The attendees of the cere-
mony weren’t joined at the
hand; however, they were
joined in brotherhood. A
brotherhood where any man
or woman, despite color or
religion, can join and fight
together for the freedom of
their country. 

“Although an assassin cut
his life short, he could not cut
his dream short,” said Col.
Mark A. Dungan, command-
ing officer, Marine Corps Base
Hawaii.

muted rations. In the last quarter alone
we made about $91,000. That says a lot.
Name me one place on this base, or this
island, that you can eat a full, quality
meal for $4. You can’t, unless you want a
happy meal and I don’t know many
Marines who would consider that an
option.”

Yantosca insists a key factor in the suc-
cess of the mess hall is the importance of
noncommissioned officers leading
Marines. Having them work alongside
each other, teaching, guiding and working
is something that builds new Marines into
proficient food service specialists.

Small-unit leadership is the backbone
of the Marine Corps, said Sgt. Kentrell
Allen, food production manager, Combat
Service Support Group 3. Being in the
kitchen alongside them and guiding
them, teaching them everything possible
to be the most effective food service spe-
cialist they can be, is how Anderson Hall
won again, he said.

“That’s something we stress; the mess
hall is where they learn the basics, and
build from [military occupational school].
I think a big problem with the Marine
Corps contracting civilians is losing
focus,” Yantosca said. “Having the
Marines cook is how they learn their job
and how they provide quality food, it’s a
team effort.”

Yantosca boasts that even with a 90 per-

cent ratio of Fleet Assistance Program
Marines employed at Anderson Hall and
the demanding deployment rotation, they
still maintain their proficiency and dedi-
cation to their job and patrons.

By empowering junior leadership,
Anderson Hall not only became the best,
but the most efficient dining facility.
Being able to do the job, and well, wher-
ever the Marines are, theater of war or
garrison, Marines can rest assured they
have a good meal waiting for them,
Yantosca said.

“To be successful in any operation, you
need your Marines to believe in the mis-
sion,” Yantosca explained. “If I tell these
Marines to take care of the fellow Marines
and Sailors who live in the barracks and
have nowhere else to go, they’ll believe in it
and why? Because that’s our mission, not
awards. And while its good to be recognized
for our hard work, I prefer the service mem-
bers’ recognition.”

Yantosca is not alone in seeking patron
appreciation. The junior service members
share his belief in the mission.

“I take a lot of pride in the food we
make,” said Lance Cpl. Destiney Taylor, food
service specialist, Headquarters Battalion. “I
look forward to seeing fellow Marines smil-
ing and hearing their compliments.”

With the best mess hall in the Marine
Corps, service members should reconsider a
meal that costs more and is unhealthy, when
the option of a passionately made, healthy,
low cost meal is always here.
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BEST, from A-1

HONOR, from A-1

LLaannccee  CCppll..  AAlleesshhaa  RR..  GGuuaarrdd

PPrriivvaattee  FFiirrsstt  CCllaassss  TTrraavvoosskkii  JJ..  LLeeee  rreecciitteess  KKiinngg’’ss  ""II  HHaavvee  aa  DDrreeaamm""
ssppeeeecchh  ffoorr  tthhee  ccrroowwdd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  hhoolliiddaayy  oobbsseerrvvaannccee  iinn  tthhee  BBaassee
CChhaappeell,,  FFrriiddaayy..

LLaannccee  CCppll..  AAcchhiilllleess  TTssaannttaarrlliioottiiss

SSeerrggeeaanntt  CCaarrllooss  GGoonnzzaalleezz,,  ccooookk,,  HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss  BBaattttaalliioonn,,  ffiinniisshheess  ffiinnaall  pprreeppaarraattiioonnss..  
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AROUND THE CORPS
Iraqi, U.S. children meet with letters
Cpl. Bryce C.K.
Muhlenberg
1st Marine Division

HABBANIYAH, IRAQ —
Just four years ago, Capt.
Brian Von Kraus, now com-
mander of Headquarters and
Support Company, 1st Battalion,
1st Marine Regiment, Regimental
Combat Team 6, was a platoon
commander, fighting a kinetic
war against insurgent forces in
al Anbar, Iraq.

Serving in 2004 at the fore-
front of clandestine military
operations, Von Kraus wit-
nessed the worst of what the
enemy could throw at a
Marine unit. During one com-
plex attack, initiated by insur-
gents, he led his Marines in
three separate successful
assaults on an enemy posi-
tion. For his actions that day,
he was awarded the Silver Star
Medal, one of the Marine
Corps’ highest awards for con-
spicuous gallantry, third only
to the Congressional Medal of
Honor and the Navy Cross.

Four years later, Von Kraus
finds himself back in the al
Anbar province, but this time
he’s winning the war without
firing a shot. He has once
again come to the forefront of
operations as the creator of
“Operation Iraqi Pen Pal,” a
letter exchange program
bridging the gap between the
young students of the local
Iraqi schools here, and stu-
dents of Boston and Maine
public schools in the United
States.

Operation Iraqi Pen Pal
recently completed its first

transfer of more than 70 let-
ters from Iraqi children to
multiple U.S. schools, who in
turn provided more than 100
responses that were handed
out to Iraqi children by Von
Kraus himself.

“The Americans, all they
see is bad news; bombs,
crimes, all of this,” said the
29-year-old, Boston, native,
standing amongst a throng of
local youth while he handed
out another batch of
American letters. “With the
pen pals, American kids can
talk to Iraqi kids and see the
reality of the good stuff and
see how similar they really are
to the children over here in
Iraq. I’m sure we all have com-
mon misconceptions and I
hope this can clear some of
that up.”

The program’s initial stages
started late September with
just a couple of e-mails and
some help from his family,
said Von Kraus.

“I got the idea from the
adjutant, who was starting a
similar project,” he said. “I
also got an e-mail from my
mother the same day. So, I
started e-mailing some
schools back home and my
mother started working the
network down there, getting
in contact with schools.”

Eventually the program
proved to be a popular idea in
the United States and it was
put on a type of Boston public
schools bulletin. People start-
ed calling Von Kraus, asking
how they can get involved.
Since then, the letters contin-
ued to flow in from the States.

According to Jasam
Mouhame Idan, the 37-year-
old Assistant Manager of the
Arfwan girls school here, he
couldn’t be happier.

“This is the first time I have
heard of a program like this,
and it is great,” said the tall,
Habbaniyah, Iraq, native.
“And it is a very good idea
because these students can
make friends in the United
States and other countries,
and it lets them know that we
are not bad people. We are
good. We like this idea
because we see that your peo-
ple want to know what is
going on in our country.”

The letters come from all
over Boston along with a few
other schools in Maine,
which included postcards
with different photos show-
ing America and its way of
life, said Von Kraus. He also
commented on how unique
the experience has been for

the children on both ends.
“One cool thing about

when the Iraqi kids get these
letters and postcards is they
realized that they are noticed
by American kids and they
write back with their own let-
ters and photos,” said Von
Kraus. “I think these kids
have no idea what to make of
it. There are photos of
American girls playing soccer
and having class and doing
everything together with the
guys. There are pictures of the
kids sledding, skiing, going to
the movies, swimming and
some of this blows the Iraqi
kids’ minds. The stuff we take
for granted, they don’t get to
do over here in Iraq, but I
think Iraqi kids respond real-
ly well to the letters.”

But this type of operation
probably wouldn’t have been
a possibility years ago when
Von Kraus was with his previ-
ous unit, said Idan.

“There was a time when
there was much fighting
here,” said Idan. “The terror-
ists made us scared; the chil-
dren could not go to school
and it was not safe. Now it is
safe again and we can grow.”

Von Kraus, who is on his
third deployment to Iraq and
fifth deployment since he
became a Marine, backs up
Idan’s statement by describ-
ing his time in Iraq.

“The biggest difference
between my previous deploy-
ments to Iraq and this one is
that on my last one, every-
body was worried about sur-
viving IED attacks, fire
fights…both civilian and mil-
itary had this worry. And
unfortunately, more often
than not, the attacks killed
civilians,” said Von Kraus.
“On this deployment, they
have gone beyond that. I look
around me here, and they are
out in the open building a
school. Back then, security
was a lot worse. We patrolled
everyday and something
always happened, always an
ambush or a fight. It was
good and bad. It felt like cut-
ting weeds; you cut it and it
just grows right back. Now,
we see progress, it is quiet
now and it’s becoming a nor-
mal country, people can go to
school.”

And that’s what children
have been able to do since the
“Ready to Fight” battalion
arrived in late July. There has
been a great resurgence of
local security, safety and
progress in an area once
dubbed the “wild west” of

Iraq. This security has
allowed Iraqis to begin train-
ing as Iraqi security person-
nel, which allows other Iraqis
to go about their lives and
start re-building their country
in a safe environment.

“It is amazing how many
Iraqis you see out here taking
charge now, which allows us
to do great stuff like this.”

The program is a great suc-
cess, said Idan, and for more
than one reason.

“I also think that when
kids see the U.S. forces, some
wave, but some are scared,”
he said. “It’s going to also
help kids understand more
about the Marines, because
some of them have heard bad
things from insurgents, who
have said the American forces
are bad guys. I think this pro-
gram will let them know how
Americans really are.”

“I really think it is good for
both countries and hopefully
we can make this possible
across every unit here in
Anbar,” said Von Kraus. “I
hope to pass it up to the
Regimental Combat Team
level and push it out to other
battalions and out to as many
schools as possible. I would
love to see them carry this
one and I think it will be
good if they do.”

Four years ago, Von Kraus
and his Marines successfully
defeated their enemy using
fire and maneuver; but now,
as Von Kraus has shown,
Marines can use other
approaches to counter insur-
gency operations in the mod-
ern fight against terrorism.

CCppll..  BBrryyccee  CC..KK..  MMuuhhlleennbbeerrgg

PPoossttccaarrddss  aanndd  lleetttteerrss  ccoovveerr  VVoonn  KKrraauuss’  ddeesskk  aass  ppaarrtt  ooff  OOppeerraattiioonn
IIrraaqqii  PPeenn  PPaall,,  aa  lleetttteerr  eexxcchhaannggee  pprrooggrraamm  bbrriiddggiinngg  tthhee  ggaapp  bbeettwweeeenn
tthhee  yyoouunngg  ssttuuddeennttss  ooff  IIrraaqqii  sscchhoooollss  aanndd  ssttuuddeennttss  iinn  BBoossttoonn  aanndd
MMaaiinnee..
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